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Edmund Rice International (ERI) is an international non-governmental
organization, founded in 2005, which has a Special Consultative Status
with The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) since 2012. ERI

is supported by two Catholic Religious Congregations, the Christian
Brothers and the Presentation Brothers. It works with networks of like-
minded organizations and in countries where the two congregations are
present. ERI has a special interest in the rights of the child, the right to
education and in eco-justice.

Franciscans International (FI) was founded in 1989 and has a General
Consultative Status with ECOSOC since 1995. Fl supports Franciscans
and partners working at the local and national levels and assists in
bringing their concerns and expertise to the UN to address structural
causes of human rights violations.

NINEISMINE is an advocacy initiative of, for, and by the children of India
that sought the fulfilment of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). It has been actively
engaged in the Post-2015 process of framing the new Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and is now working actively towards their
promotion and fulfilment.



Edmund Rice International and Franciscans International make this
submission based on the work of their partners on the ground in India,
particularly those involved in the NINEISMINE campaign.

Between the hot summer months of May and the monsoon lashed days
of early August, over 40 consultations were held with young citizens of
India on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the Convention on
the Rights of the Child (CRC) and the Universal Periodic Review (UPR).
These consultations engaged teenagers below 18 years of age, mostly
from vulnerable situations, with adequate representation of children from
privileged backgrounds as well. These consultations covered the vast
regional, geographical, cultural, linguistic and socio-economic diversity
of India including every State and Union Territory except for Daman and
Diu. Over 200 child-rights organisations and schools (including 2,000
‘kidizens’) took part in this process.

The child-friendly workshops included sessions on:

» Knowing the SDGs through mime, charades, puzzles, art, song, etc.
» Learning CRC through group wax-modelling exercises

» Writing the UPR report and recommendations through group
discussions

These reports from across the nation were then tabled and categorised
according to the different states and SDGs. Representatives from these
workshops came to the National Capital from 17-23 August, 2016. After
engaging with a more detailed study of the SDGs and the ground realities
of India — through interactions with social activists and other experts — the
representatives sifted through the stories and recommendations and built
on those ideas.



These representatives then formed themselves into a National Children’s
Parliament with ‘ministries’ based on each of the SDGs. They also
promised to ensure the complete realisation of each goal in their
neighbourhoods and states (read constituencies).

On the last two days of the Parliament, each associated Minister and
Deputy added their own recommendations to the list and then, in a
‘Market Place’ environment, marketed the emerging recommendations.
The other ministers indicated their support for the recommendations by
voting.

The following are our stories and recommendations which we are hopeful
the world will pay heed to meaningfully, embrace wholeheartedly, and
realise with urgency.



23.6% of India’s population (of approximately

/ 1.3 billion people) lives on less than
$1.25 (PPP) per day.

_Human Development Report, 2015 - UNDP
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Our Indian Constitution asserts that
the State shall, in particular, direct
its policy towards securing that the
citizens,men and women equally,
have the right to an adequate means
of livelihood. (Article 39A)

©UNICEF
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Article 26 : Child's right to benefit from social security (CRC)
Article 27 : Child's right to an adequate standard of living (CRC)

Article 18 : Parents’ joint responsibilities assisted by the State
(CRC)

v o amall village iy Mahoraohtr, thene waas
arv 11 years ofd boy whe bwed) with hies familly. Mie
panentas were uneducated;, and, hias fathen werkeds ab as
to aend) himv te achaed, his fathev eften teek him aleng
to work. One day, ot o canatruction aite, the young fay
s o losne wine lying an the graund). e tried, to firn
it while holding e to o ateed w0d. Thies gave him
severe shack fub there was, nefedy areund, te, help him.

We thank our Indian Government for its Mahatma Gandhi National
Employment Rural Guarantee Act (MNREGA), the National Rural
Livelihood Mission (NRLM) and the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana.

Our Recommendations
That the Government of India:

» Increases taxes on the rich to ensure quality services to the poor.

» Increases budgetary allocation (GDP, public spending) on Education
(6%), Health (5%) and Children (10%).

» Introduces Child-Budgets in all ministries related to children.




29%, 39% and 15% of India’s children
l below the age of 5 are (moderately or severely)
underweight, stunted or wasted, respectively.

_State of the World’s Children Report — 2016, UNICEF
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that the State shall regard the
raising of the level of nutrition
and the standard of living of its
A people and the improvement
of public health as among its

‘ j primary duties. (Article 47)
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Article 24 : Child's right to health and health services (CRC)

Article 6 : Child’s right to life and maximum survival and development
(CRC)

Article 27 : Child's right to an adequate standard of living (CRC)

My name ies Reboras Dows ands § amv fram Weat
Bengad. When § wan yaungev, my aunt traught me
te Kalimpang telling my parentes she woulds send) me
to acheed. Nawevsen, ence § was hene, § was made
to do ol the demestio werk. § wa given stale
wmelly e, and i nats gt ong prapon
to eat. On many eccanions, § cauld) net geb myaelp
to eat the fead) and) remained, hungny. § ofters gat
3 Aﬁmwnw&w;@cﬂe&mp,gmwmtﬁatgm

We thank our Indian Government for the National Food Security Act,
2013, the Mid-Day Meal Scheme, the National Nutrition Mission,
and the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana.

Our Recommendations

That the Government of India:

» Improves the quality and variety of the mid-day meal to make it
more nutritious,and also provides these meals on holidays.

» Encourages nutrition and agricultural education in schools while
encouraging everyone to have kitchen gardens.

» Provides ration cards to all households and improves the delivery of
services at ration shops while also including pulses and edible oils
in the Public Distribution System (PDS).




O india lost 1.2 million children below the age
/ of 5 in the year 2015.

_State of the World’s Children - Report 2016, UNICEF
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Our Indian Constitution states
that no person shall be deprived
of life or personal liberty

except according to procedures
established by law. (Article 21)

©UNICEF/Sandeep Biswas



GOOD HEALTH
AND WELL-BEING

e

Article 24 : Child's right to health and health services (CRC)

Article 6 : Child's right to life and maximum survival and development
(CRC)

9 amv Bamang Manthas pram Sangran, Aunachold
Pradeak. Sangram i o remate village that e feun
iv Bine. Luckily, we have a privately wn dinic i eun
village. jﬁmmpwp&wﬂ&ﬁwgwwmup
to twe douyas juat te avail of theae bonic facilities. §

g‘

We thank our Indian Government for the Pradhan Mantri Swasthya
Suraksha Yojana, the National Health Mission and the Integrated

Child Development Scheme.

Our Recommendations

That the Government of India:

» Ensures that facilities, medical care and medicines available at
government hospitals are of the same quality as the leading private
hospitals in India.

» Provides functional, well-staffed and well-maintained Public Health
Centres (PHCs) in every village.

» Makes every PHC child-friendly and accessible to all, particularly the
most vulnerable, including persons with disability.
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6.4 million indian children of primary school

age are out of school.

_State of the World’s Children Report - 2016, UNICEF

Article 21A of our Indian Constitution
asserts that the State shall provide free
and compulsory education to all children
of the age of 6 to 14 years in such manner
as the State may, by law, determine, while
Article 45 affirms that the State shall

of 6 years.

provide early childhood care and education
to all children until they complete the age

©UNICEF/INDA2012-00538/Singh
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EDUCATION

|

Article 28 : Child’s right to education (CRC)
Article 29 : The aims of education (CRC)

9 amv pramv o village iy Chhalttiogantv. f]?w%uaﬂ@/
of education i muy village ies extremely bod. Teacheras
i owv acheed neven amive aw time and) effen came
which in tunn reaulte, iy o decline off jofo ands an
inceasse ins pawerty i e village.”

W W

We thank our Indian Government for the Padhe Bharat, Badhe Bharat
campaign and the Sarv Shikhsha Abhiyan, Rashtriya Madhyamik
Shikhsha Abhiyan and Rashtriya Uchchatar Shikhsha Abhiyan.

Our Recommendations

That the Government of India:

» Extends the RTE from early preschool years to all children up to
class 12 or age 18.

» Provides an education that is free, compulsory, inclusive and

complete. The standard in all schools must be at least that of the
Kendriya Vidyalayas.

» Sets-up a students’ committee in every school which is
representative of the socio-economic and religious diversity and also
of disability. Its views and suggestions must be taken seriously.

1



A47% of Indian women presently aged 20-24 years

O were first married or in union before they were 18
years old while 18% of them were first married or

in union before they were 15 years old.
_State of the World’s Report 2016, UNICEF

SiruF’ \

‘me,-rz _P\hhﬂs’f
F 4
[ HiLoReN

Our Indian Constitution
encourages the State to
promote harmony and
the spirit of common
brotherhood amongst all
the people of India and

to renounce practices
derogatory to the dignity of
women. (Article 51A(e))

©UNICEF/UN016407/Singh



GENDER
EQUALITY

g

Article 2 : Non-discrimination (CRC)
Article 19 : Child’s right to protection from all forms of violence (CRC)

Article 35 : Prevention of abduction, sale and trafficking (CRC)

Simnary i 13 yeons old) ands bwess inv Sawsataan
village, Rojoathar. She atudieas ins classs 9 off as
ooaas 10. She hads o bad) expenience of the behavieuy
of bay inv achaal, and) finde, that teachens do net
liater, to the epiniena, of the ginke, inv class. A the
education beyand, classs 10, meat panentes do nat aend)
their doughters fan higher atudien. They des nat et
thein daughters, travel in taines en busess due te thein
tfww#@n@wawumwp/m&ld/wf}wwm/wuw

We thank our Indian Government for its Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
Campaign and its related Sukanya Samridhi Yojana.

Our Recommendations
That the Government of India:
» Includes lessons on gender sensitivity into every year of schooling.

» Ensures that no girl or boy is allowed to get married before the age
of 18 and 21, respectively.

» Considers all child marriages as null and void and re-conducts such

marriages when the girl is 18 or more, but only if both individuals
concerned approve of the same.




r

53.1% of India’s households do not have

access to toilets.
_Census of India, 2011

Article 47 of our Indian Constitution
affirms that the State shall regard the
raising of the level of nutrition and the

standard of living of its people and the

improvement of public health as among its

primary duties.

©UNICEF/ Sandeep Biswas



CLEAN WATER
AND SANITATION

L

Article 24 : Child's right to health and health services (CRC)

9 mgmwpwmba&ﬂwan&nawﬂwe@k Dwzmg,
the aummen the vivews duy up. Semetimess eun cattle
doess nats hawve any waten te drink, leading te the
watev for ue te drink v uee iv ewv hauses. The
PWER sendo gavernment tankerw, buts the watev ies

e

We thank our Indian Government for its Namami Gange Integrated
Ganga Conservation Mission, the Swacch Bharat Mission and the

National Rural Drinking Water Programme.

Our Recommendations
That the Government of India:

» Provides every house with a toilet, proper drainage systems and
with sufficient light and water.

» Ensures that all new toilets should be green toilets that use bio
technology and less water.

» Provides sufficient and child-friendly public toilets at common
places, which are then maintained regularly.

e Ensures that all schools, offices and public places are provided with
toilets for girls and people with disabilities.

e
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fuel-wood for

cooking.

O 700 million people in India use

_Annual State of India’s Environment Report — 2015

Article 48A of our Indian Constitution
encourages the State to protect and
improve the environment and to

safeguard the forests and wildlife of the

country.

©UNICEF



AFFORDABLE AND
CLEAN ENERGY
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Article 27 : Child's right to an adequate standard of living (CRC)

My name i Senak ands § came pramv as amall
lage i Ghasbhandl Ty futhon bft g family whon
9 wan 3 yeanw o), and) § naws lise i Delhis withs my
mather whe i as demeatic werber. When my mathey
mawved to the city pram the village, she left me to take

cone off my grandmathen whe wos vewy ofd. § had)

to cack food, get waten and do ol the hauaehold,
chanes for hen. Every doyy, § webe up ot 4 awm. to
g te the nearby feneat to collect finewend, along with
athev ginkes fpram eun village. We bad) te caruy heasy
loads, of wesd) pram o lang diatance juat te pravide

We thank our Indian Government for its National Policy on Bio Fuels
and the National Solar Mission.

Our Recommendations
That the Government of India:

» Provides sufficient and regular electricity to every house across
India by 2020.

» Promotes the use and production of renewable energy.

» Provides continuous, affordable and clean energy to farmers and

those engaged in cottage and rural industries and small enterprises.




4,353,247 children within the age group

/ 5 —14 years (and thus eligible for the Right to

Education) are engaged in child labour.
_Census of India, 2011

Our Indian Constitution affirms that the
State shall, within the limits of its economic
capacity and development, make effective
provisions for securing the right to work,
to education and to public assistance in
cases of unemployment, old age, sickness
and disablement, and in other cases of
undeserved want. (Article 41)

©UNICEF



DECENT WORK AND
ECONOMIC GROWTH

o

Article 32 : Child Labour (CRC)

Article 18 : Parents’ joint responsibilities assisted by the State (CRC)

Uoha ies 13 yeanss old) and) liseas ins Modifagnam
Colany i Chandigank. New mather wae as demeatic
labounen and) hew fathen, o gardenen. Unfentunately,
i the: 7th grade. Because of thia, Ushas drapped, eut
of achael to werk ass & demeatio werker and, auppert
hen famiy. Aptev o year, hew fathen vecasered, but
waw unable to werk. Usho, therefore, had) te continue

wm&ngaww&anwaﬁo?\dp.“

We thank our Indian Government for its Skill India programme and
the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MNREGA).

Our Recommendations
That the Government of India:

» Guarantees parents’ Right to Work with decent and just wages and
with proper written contracts.

Ensures a complete ban on child labour that deprives any citizen
below the age of 18 years of his or her Right to Develop and the
Right to a Childhood.

Extends the MNREGA scheme to ensure work throughout the year
and across the entire country.

19



18% of India’s population are internet users,

l while there are over 74.5 subscriptions to

mobile phones per hundred people.

_Human Development Report, 2015

Article 39b of our Indian Constitution affirms

that the State shall, in particular, direct its policy
towards securing that the ownership and control
of the material resources of the community are so

distributed as best to subserve the common good.

—

©UNICEF India/ Dhiraj Singh



INDUSTRY, INNOVATION
AND INFRASTRUCTURE

o

Article 27 : Child's right to an adequate standard of living (CRC)

060, haibe, prams Meghalayos. She ia viewally impained,
and atudieas ins an inclusivve achael. She belieses,
thats childnens withy disabilities, do nat need, te be
pratected ; 1athen, they needs te b givens aufficient
apaceas and, eppertunitiess te graus. She believes, ins

needas, particulorlly ins SSA achesles. She advecates,
baviens. JMW,MM)@WWAM,

WS aoftwone coulds enaune inclusion.

We thank our Indian Government for its Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadhak Yojana and its Make In India, Start Up India and Accessible
India campaigns.

Our Recommendations

That the Government of India:

» Makes technology affordable and accessible to all.

» Makes IT education an option within formal education.

» Makes technology usable, affordable and relevant to improving the
lives of persons with disabilities.




The number of children with disabilities between

the age of 5-10 years in India is estimated to be

l 2.20 million (Census of India, 2011), but only

1.72 million are enrolled in schools.
n India, 2013-2014

-DISE on Elementary Education i

Article 14 of our Indian Constitution states that all citizens
are equal before the law within the territory of India;
Article 15(1) prohibits discrimination on grounds of
religion, race, caste, Sex, place of birth or any of them;
and Article 46 asserts that the State shall promote, with
special care, the educational interest of the weaker

sections of the people.

©UNICEF India/ Dhiraj Singh




10 REDUCED
INEQUALITIES

@

Article 2 : Non-discrimination (CRC)
Article 23 : Rights of children with disabilities (CRC)

Article 30 : Children of minorities or indigenous people (CRC)

Sanjouy pram; Tamil Nodw, enralled, atr eun achasl to
study i the et grade. Ne hass o physical disability
himv walls, play, eats, eto. We apent; time with him, and,
he atanted) interacting withs ues bbe as member ef eun
peen graup. The fact that we treated, him equally and,

We thank our Indian Government for its Give It Up and Accessible
India campaigns and the Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana.

Our Recommendations

That the Government of India:

» Sets-up an Equal Opportunities Commission to ensure that there
IS no inequality in providing services and opportunities to all;
particularly, to the girl child and women,to the Dalit, Adivasi or
Minority communities and to those with disabilities.

Provides the best specialised care to all children with disabilities
or other vulnerabilities within an inclusive environment, and in the
same neighbourhood school where their siblings and friends.

Ensures that all women are given equal decision making powers.
They should have at least 33% representation in all elected bodies
from the village council up to the National Parliament.

23



There were approximately 35,000 buses

O operating in urban areas. Of these, 8 of the
biggest cities — Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai, Chennai,

Bangalore, Hyderabad, Ahmedabad and Pune —

account for 80% of all buses.
_EMBARQ India’s Bus Karo 2.0 Report, 2014
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Our Indian Constitution affirms that the State shall
provide opportunities and facilities for children and
youth to develop in freedom and dignity. (Article 39(f))

©UNICEF/INDA2011-00352/Halle’n



1 SUSTAINABLE CITIES

AND COMMUNITIES

abée

Article 34 : Sexual exploitation of children (CRC)
Article 35 : Prevention of abduction, sale and trafficking (CRC)

Article 19 : Child’s right to protection from all forms of violence (CRC)

9 am Raj, o weaident; of Padis diotnich in
Uttarakhand. My achesl i vewy for fram my
house, and) thenefore, § hawe to travel o lot. &t i
eapecially digficult te travel when it waines, aas the
wadss have patheless and; there s as canstant fear of
being attacked by animate,. There o ne buss sewsice

We thank our Indian Government for its Smart Cities Mission,
Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT)
programme, the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana and the Saansad

Adarsh Gram Yojana.

Our Recommendations
That the Government of India:

» Builds proper transport infrastructure with reliable, frequent,
affordable and disabled-friendly public buses and transport systems.

Mandates that all police stations be made child-friendly.

Installs fully functioning lights along all streets and roads and in all
public places.

Builds cycle tracks and barrier-free footpaths in all cities and villages.




India discards roughly 18.5 lakh metric

tonnes of E-waste each year.

tudy by Assocham- KPMG as reported in The Hindu, May 26, 2016

-Joint si

Our Indian Constitution asserts that the State shall, in
particular, direct its policy towards securing that the

citizens, men and women equally, have the right to an

adequate means of livelihood. (Article 39A)

chael Stoege!

©UNICEF



12 RESPONSIBLE
CONSUMPTION
AND PRODUCTION

QO

Article 3 Best interests of the child (CRC)

9 wow ence ab w fain i muy hametewn iv Gammuw
me. Evewane & meuth watened, loaking atb the
delicacies. Uﬁmewma&wwﬁw}gmmqwg}pl&mw
WWMWWtWWSM
o mar came adeng ands baught, tuwe packetss ef sueets,
and) stanted) eating thenv. The children egged, him te
give them seme fead), buts he ignaned them. After a
loptaer aweetes inv the duatbin.

We thank our Indian Government for its National Clean India Fund.

Our Recommendations

That the Government of India:

» Introduces a programme aimed at complete point-to-point waste
segregation, while ensuring that rag-pickers are recognised as
workers with rights and dignity.

Legislates that all waste generated by companies that produce, use
and throw products must be treated by them.

Ensures that all new vehicles are of hybrid varieties that use
renewable energy.

Encourages rain water harvesting and the sustainable use of other
resources while discouraging mega-projects that destroy the earth
and displace people.




P

India ranks 141 out of 180 nations with

a score of 53.58 in the Environmental

performance Index.

_Yale University (2016)

HLLM"

Our Indian Constitution encourages
the State to protect and improve the
environment and to safeguard the
forests and wildlife of the country.

(Article 48A)

OUNICEF India/ Syed Altaf Ahmad



13 fomoi

4

Article 3 : Best interests of the child (CRC)

Article 29 : The aims of education (CRC)

Article 39 : Rehabilitation of child victims (CRC)

7M1WMW1WWPWWWMWW
victim o notuwe & calamitiess. Recently, there waes arn
Because of this, hen famidy i alow facing o fead,

We thank our Indian Government for its National Plan on Climate
Change and the National Solar Mission.

Our Recommendations

That the Government of India:

» Bans all destructive mining completely. All mining companies should
have a mandatory reforestation and restoration plan for the mined area.

Designs and imposes ‘green’ taxes on all people who have carbon
footprints larger than 1.7 gha and those who spend on lavish lifestyles
and exorbitant weddings.

Makes regular disaster safety drills and awareness raising mandatory
in all schools, offices and housing societies.

29



O India was ranked 104 out of 180 countries

in the Fisheries category of the Environmental

/ performance Index.
_Yale University 2016
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n Constitution affirms that it shall be the duty of

of India to protect and improve the natural
rivers and wildlife and

Our India
every citizen

environment including forests, lakes,

to have compassion for living creatures. (Article 51A(g))
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1 LIFE BELOW

WATER

Article 3 : Best interests of the child (CRC)
Article 29 : The aims of education (CRC)

Udaipun ins Tnipuras ias ofos brawsn ass Loke Citiy.

The loke nomeds Aman Sagan i aituated in the heant

o hs iy Ol gl palltl dg By

dinectly inte the labe. Ever the sewage eutlete ane

dinected atraight: inte the lake. The peaple whe use

thia, watev ane fecaming prey te many waten-fene
I .

We thank our Indian Government for its Namami Gange Integrated
Ganga Conservation Mission and for declaring dolphins and other
cetaceans as ‘non-human persons'.

Our Recommendations
That the Government of India:

» Bans the dumping of untreated human and industrial wastes into
rivers and oceans.

» Ends overfishing and illegal fishing, while protecting smaller fishing
communities.

» Ensures a complete ban on non-recyclable, non-reusable plastic bags.




While COZemissions of India’s poor who earn below
O 3,000 per month (432 million)is 335 kg, the
richest consumer class (only about 10 million)
/ who earn ¥ 30,000 or more have a CO, emission
average of 1,494 kg.

_Hiding Behind The Poor Report — Greenpeace 2007
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Our Constitution encourages the State to protect
and improve the environment and to safeguard the
forests and wildlife of the country. (Article 48A)




1 LIFE
ON LAND
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Article 3 : Best interests of the child (CRC)
Article 29 : The aims of education (CRC)

‘Defaneatation in ene of the majov inaues in euy
Adisasivadi i Toahanaahtne. Ouv fernestss are
loats thein boelifaad ; we ane nats able te get any
pinewsands e callect praducte to seld. There ia, neauw
watev acancity i euv anew and) the increase in heat
w&a&nqumwwwwtempmm. Al
thia, hass alos affected, the numben ef wild animale, in

We thank our Indian Government for its Project Elephant and Project Tiger
that protect these species and their ecosystems. We welcome the Delhi

High Court’s recognition of a birds ‘Fundamental Right to Fly" (May 2015).

Our Recommendations
That the Government of India:

» Provides only organic fertilizers and natural inputs to all farmers,
especially women, Dalits, and Adivasis.

» Increases budgets of the Environment ministries.

» Empowers the Independent Green Commissions and Tribunals.

» Bans the deforestation of present forests completely and plants
only native species of trees and plants.




O India ranks 59 out of 102 countries in the rule

l of law.
_World Justice Project’s Rule of Law Report, 2015

W e

Our Indian Constitution asserts
that the State shall secure that
the operation of the legal system
promotes justice, on the basis of
equal opportunity. (Article 39A)
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PEACE AND JUSTICE
STRONGINSTITUTIONS

W

Y,

Article 38 : Protection of children affected by armed conflict (CRC)

Article 7 : Birth registration, name, nationality and the Right to know
and be cared for by parents (CRC)

"Gapaﬂwam[&wmwrru&% o&wmalupm o family.

thein childners. One nightswhens Gepal uwent euts te get
w varv, the anmy saws himv and) Billed) him en the mere
Ao, wow lept alane to losk aften hie tlind) mathen

‘ delivened to Gopab and) hiss family. G fach, o fevs
D

yeansv lotor, Awman himoelp loats hie Ufe to Aumed,
Foncess (Speciak Pawen) Ady. (AFSPA)

We thank our Supreme Court for its recent judgement on AFSPA
(The Hindu, 11July, 2016) while thanking our Indian Government for
the Right to Information Act, the Integrated Child Protection Scheme
(ICPS) and the Digital India campaign.

Our Recommendations

That the Government of India:

» Prohibits the occupation of any school by the army or police even
during conflict.

» Passes strict anti-corruption laws immediately.

Signs all international conventions and optional protocols that relate
to children.

Provides every child with birth registration, which should be done
within 21 days of birth, at all local health care centres.

Withdraws AFSPA from all applicable states, immediately.
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In terms of GDP and public spending, India currently

spends less than A% on Education and 1% of
Health. This is well below Brazil’s 6% and 5%,

Botswana’s 9% and 4%, Malawi’s 8% and 4% or

Bhutan’s 6% and 3% spending on the same.
_State of the World’s Report, 2016 - UNICEF

\\\Y’.ED il ?ZiFOR

Article 51c of our Indian

Constitution proclaims that
3: | the State shall endeavour

[ ] tofoster respect for

international law and treaty

obligations in the dealings of
organized peoples with one
another.
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17 PARTNERSHIPS
FORTHE GOALS

&

Article 42 : Making the convention widely known (CRC)
Article 4 : Implementation of rights in the Convention (CRC)

Article 26 : Child's right to benefit from social security (CRC)

Article 25 : Child's right to periodic review of placement (CRC)

9 am Gyanashebar pram Jomib Todw. § woss
trowelling te Noauwn tawn inv Tamib Nodw where §

with the membere eff my lacal Childner a Poarbiament

and infarmed, 1098. Fellawing thie, s vecaeny team
came and) veacued 42 childnen pram the streete..

Thia ias muy team & bigy achiesement,.

We thank our Indian Government for proactively promoting
international cooperation, and in particular regional cooperation,
through BRICS and SAARC.

Our Recommendations

That the Government of India:

» Ensures that every elected representative (including CMs, MPs and
MLAs) and government officials, knows about these SDGs, and
their targets and indicators.

Encourages the formation of genuine neighbourhood Children’s
Parliaments that are federated with the district, state, national and
international levels.

Ensures that the SDGs, Human Rights and Child Rights awareness
classes and workshops are held in all educational and professional
institutions and with government officials.
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O India ranks 102 out of 163 nations on
/ children’s rights.

_Kids Rights Index (2016)

; & Article 15(3) of our Indian
n wf /  Constitution empowers
I f,\, / the State to make special

Yoy provisions for women and
children.
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Article 25 : Child’s right to periodic review of placement (CRC)

Article 1 : Definition of the child (CRC)

Article 12 : Respect for the views of the child (CRC)
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grandpanentas gats hims manieds ot the age of 14, againat

hia wilk, whick he continues to eaiat ever today.”

We thank our Indian Government for the SABLA scheme that uplifts
adolescent girls, and for passing the Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Bill that attempts to protect children from sexual abuse.

Our Recommendations

That the Government of India:

»

Makes all information and data about the SDGs and child-related
schemes accessible, particularly to children themselves.

Defines the age of a child as 18 for all matters related to children
including criminality, labour and the Right to Education.

Creates opportunities for the meaningful and widespread gathering
of children’s opinions on all matters concerning them.
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You may have been surprised to note our ‘Eighteenth Goal’ which the
NINEISMINE campaign marks as All Rights for All Children; we would

like the world to recognise children as active citizens of today. They
should enjoy all the rights and not just the present piecemeal-approach of
seeing them as recipients of Education, Health and Prosperity and Peace.
Hence, there is a need to include all the Earth’'s PROGENY, as a specific
and independent Goal.

“India is home to more than 19% of the world’s children. More than one-
third of the country’s population, around 440 million, is below 18 years of
age. It is estimated that around 170 million or 40 per cent of India’s children
are vulnerable or experiencing difficult circumstances characterized by their
specific social, economic and geo-political situations.” (Ministry of Women
and Child Development, Government of India, Annual Report 2014-15)

If the world is serious about its promise to ‘leave no one behind’ then it
cannot ignore the voice of India’s ‘Last Child'.

Implementation of UPR Recommendations

We recommend that the Government of India:

» Ensures the effective implementation of UPR recommendations
through the establishment, by the time of a mid-term assessment of
the current UPR cycle, of a permanent governmental mechanism to
liaise with relevant ministries and consult with Civil Society, National
Human Rights Institutions (NHRI's) and all relevant stakeholders.

Kindly Note: All the names of individual children in this submission

have been changed to protect the identity of each child.
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The SDG's reflected in the BJP Manifesto:

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is the largest party in the ruling coalition-
called the National Democratic Alliance (NDA). The BJP’s pre-election
manifesto (2014) promised...

... to identify 100 most backward districts to bring them at par with
other districts and to gainfully employ rural poor in agriculture and allied
activities.

... to address the issue of under-nutrition and malnutrition, since universal
food security they stated is integral to national security.

... to ensure the effective implementation of the Right to Food Security
Act and to address the issue of anaemia.

... that the Mid Day Meal scheme would be revitalised in terms of

management and delivery with a mission-mode project to eradicate
malnutrition.

... to provide, health assurance to all Indians and to reduce the excessive
spending on health care, with the help of the state government

... to modernise government hospitals, upgrading infrastructure and latest
technologies and that high priority will be given to address the shortfalls

of healthcare professionals

... to set up an AIIMS like institute in every state.

... to ensure the effective implementation of the Right to Education.
... that public spending on education would be raised to 6% of the GDP.

... that special pedagogy would be developed for differently-abled
students.
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...to have a special focus on children, especially the girl child, with regard
to health, education and skills development.

... to commit to 33% reservation in parliamentary and state assemblies
through a constitutional amendment.

...that cleanliness and sanitation will be given priority and that model
towns will be identified for rolling out integrated waste management
infrastructure.

.. it also promised to create an open-defecation-free India and to set up
modern, scientific sewage and waste management systems

.. to make portable drinking water available to all, towards making India
into a Diarrhoea-free India.

...to take steps to maximize the potential of oil, gas, hydro power, ocean,
wind, coal and nuclear sources and also to set up small hydro power
generation projects to harness the hydro power.

...to give a thrust to renewable sources of energy and to expand and
strengthen the national solar mission.

... to issue identity cards to the unorganized sector labourers and provide
them good quality health, training programs and education services.

... to strengthen the pension and health insurance safety nets for all kinds
of labourers.

... to bring urban amenities to rural areas, while retaining the soul of the
village.
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... that Wi-Fi facility will be made available in public places and
commercial centres

... to launch a national programme for digital empowerment through
computer literacy of the people especially the youth.

... to create an enabling ecosystem of equal opportunity for the
eradication of untouchability at all levels.

... to lay special emphasis on vulnerable children and especially those
belonging to the vulnerable communities like SCs, STs, OBCs, migrants,
slum dwellers, street dwellers and those with disabilities.

... to enact the Rights of Persons with Disabilities bill.

... efficient public transport systems and that major steps will be
undertaken in transport and housing for urban upliftment in India

... the idea of ‘rurban’ villages to urban amenities to our rural areas, while
retaining the soul of the village.

... to ensure food, agricultural, nutritional and environmental, wealth
health and energy security of the people on a sustainable basis, using
science and technology.

... to encourage and incentivize innovative garbage disposal and waste
management practices.

... to champion uniform international opinion on issues like terrorism and
Global Warming.

... to launch a massive Clean Rivers Programme across the country driven
by people’s participation.
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... to encourage efficient use, water conservation, recycling and rainwater
harvesting.

... sewage treatment plans to prevent pollution of rivers and desalination
plants for drinking water supply in coastal cities.

... to encourage cleaner production and to promote cleaner fuels and
promote the concept of proactive ‘Carbon Credit'.

... to take an ecological audit of projects and pollution indexing in cities
and townships would be done.

... to set up foolproof mechanisms for protection and preservation of
wildlife.

... to engage proactively on our own with countries in the neighbourhood
and beyond, instead of being led by big power interests.

... to strengthen Regional forums like SAARC and ASEAN

Goal 17

... to continue dialogue, engagement and cooperation with global forums
like BRICS, G20, IBSA, SCO and ASEM

... to play a greater role in diplomacy to strengthen regional forums like
SAARC and ASEAN.

... to revive brand ‘INDIA" with the help of our strengths of 5 T's:
Tradition, Talent, Tourism, Trade and Technology.

Goal 18

... to set up neighbourhood children’s and youth parliaments across India
to lead a vibrant student committees.
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Abbreviations:

AFSPA
AlIMS
AMRUT
ASEM
ASEAN
BRICS
CMs
CRC
DISE

G20

GDP
GHA

IBSA

ICPS
JAWS
MDGs

MDM

Armed Forces Special Powers Act

All India Institute of Medical Sciences

Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation
The Asia—Europe Meeting

Association of Southeast Asian Nations

Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa.

Chief Ministers

Convention on the Rights of the Child.

District Information System for Education

The G20 (or G-20 or Group of Twenty) is an international
forum for the governments and central bank governors from
20 major economies.The members include 19 individual
countries—Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France,
Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, South Korea, Mexico,
Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Turkey, United Kingdom
and United States—along with the European Union (EU).

Gross Domestic Product
Global hectares (acre)

The IBSA Dialogue Forum (India, Brazil, and South Africa)
is an international tripartite grouping for promoting
international cooperation among these countries.

Integrated Child Protection Scheme
Job Access With Speech
Millennium Development Goals

Mid Day Meal
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MLA
MNERGA
MP
NFSA
NRLM
OBC
PDS
PHC
PMJDY
POCSO
PPP
PWD
RKVY
RMSA
RTE
RUSA
SAARC

SABLA

SC
SCO
SDG
ST
UNDP

UPR

Member of the Legislative Assembly

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
Member of Parliament

National Food Security Act

National Rural Livelihoods Mission

Other Backward Classes

Public Distribution System

Public Health Care

Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences, Act
Purchasing Power Parity

Public Works Department

Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana

Rashtriya Madhayamik Shiksha Abhiyan

Right to Education

Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan

South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation

The Rajiv Gandhi Scheme for Empowerment of Adolescent
Girls (RGSEAG) Sabla

Scheduled Caste

The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
Sustainable Development Goals
Scheduled Tribe

United Nations Development Programme

Universal Periodic Review
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